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September 2009 Featured Plants

Passiflora caerulea

Hi folks,

Who knows what this weather is going to do? Hopefully we will have some more rain before it
over, but for now it looks like it is drying out again. We still have about two more months of fai
decent planting weather before the cold starts to set in. So, get out your shovel, dig your holes

come see us at one of the following mar ket
tember 3rd, the Bisbee Farmer s Mar ket on
the St. David Farmer s Market on September

Thank you to those who have contributed plant images. If anyone else has images to share, \
enjoy receiving them. We will include your photo in our newsletter some time in the future, giv
credit to the grower/photographer. Sharing our successes with one another will help us all bec
better gardeners.

You can go to our websitejww.littlerivernursery.conand check out our plant list.-f8ail us with
any special requests prior to the sale you wish to attend, so we have enough time to load your

Happy gardening,
Linda and Joe Moran

Acacia smallii-
Sweet Acacia

This tree is native to the Americas.
It is a charming small tree for gar-

dens in southeastern Arizona. I'tés

sweet fragrance fills the garden

over the spring season and gives the

tree its common name. At maturity

this treeds spread is about 2006 x 206.

$18.00/5 gallon

Passiflora mexicana

Here is one you will not find at the big box store
any time soon. In the United States, it is knowr
only to southern AZ , this plant likes shade and
extra water. Typically it can be found growing i
mesquite bosque near the San Pedro and aroul
Patagonia Lake. The small flowers smell like
mothballs, only better. The leaves are the pre-
ferred food of the Gulf Fritillary butterfly caterpil
Il ar . Dondt forget, w
man, operation and our inventory is limited. We
may not have enough for everyone-mail us and
as long as we have one available we will reserv
one for you.

$6.00/1 gallon
e,

Salvia farinacea
Mealycup Sage

We still have more of this plant available.

This little gem is native to southeastern New
Mexico and Texas, but does well here. It grows
well in perennial borders and wildflower mead-
ows. The foliage is aromatic and tends to be
more deer and rabbit resistant than other salvias.
In our climate it will grow as an herbaceous per-
ennial whereas it is commonly grown as an an-
nual in colder climates. Mealycup does well in
zones 810 and can be grown from seed after all
threat of frost is gone or from division in spring.

$4.00/1 gallon
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From top left- Cloudless Sulphur larvae on a Simod Senna, the Cloudless Sulphur pupa and a fully mature Cloudless S
butterfly. Kaylean releasing a Gulf Fritillary and the twins releasing Black Swallowtails

One Thing Leads to Another

Several years ago we became interested in growing native plants. This soon led us to observe
that come with them. The most attractive, are of course, butterflies. At first we did not welcom
erpillars destroying the foliage of our #fi

suming and unpleasant task. Some how, at some point, we did a 180. Now we value the cate
more than the plants and grow plants specifically to be munched on by our little wiggly friends.

We grow Aristolochia watsoni. (Watsonbs Du
Foeniculum vulgare (Sweet Fennel) for his twin brother the Black Swallowtail. Any of the nativ
nas, Senna hirsute (Wooly Senna, or Stiod Senna) Senna lindheimeriana (Velvetleaf Senna) o
Senna wislizenii (Shrubby Senna) provide meals for the Cloudless Sulphur, a pretty, yellow fell
The bright orange Gulf Fritillary was the first guy to change our minds. Although he has dined
Passion Fl ower we have grown, we plant Pas
it is easy and provides a lot of foliage.

The Giant Swallowtail is one that so far we have not been able to attract to our yard on a regul

Spadefoot Nursery, who often sells at the
(Mexican Orange) and Ptelea trifoliata (Wafer Ash), we also got a rue plant at the Sierra Vista
Farmer 6s Mar ket . As in the movie fAField o

The i mage bel ow, Zauschneria latifolia ( Huil

bought the plant from you last year and it has probably grown 6 times its original size in just one
year. It spreads out in width too. We have a total of five of these in the back yard, all from you.
We bought them to attract the hummingbirds. ¢
Sierra Vista and have lots of wild bunnies. So far the rabbits have not been interested in eating
them. That is important out here. Several times | have found a plant I like, put it in the ground,
and the very next morning found that it has

| have to add here, | live on the South side of Sierra Vista, and unfortunately, that has not been my
experience. I planted one |l ast year, and tl
nately, it had developed a good root system and came back this year. | quickly fenced it off,
giving it a chance to grow back somewhat before removing the fencing. |élhce it as fall

comes on and the rabbits food supply starts to diminish for the year.
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Luther Burbank was widely known as a botanist and scientist. His fame as an inventor of new fruits, plants and flower
world-wide interest in plant breeding, for which he was recognized by an act of congress.



