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Aster novie-belgii - 

Hardy Aster 

 

This plant is not a native, but does well here with 

some extra water.  The Hardy Aster is another 

plant that would benefit from passive water re-

tention practices.  Plant in fall in full or partial 

sun in fertile soil.  It is a three foot tall, prolific 

fall bloomer, attracting lots of butterflies.  If 

pinched back in mid-July, the plants will be 

heavier blooming and probably will not need 

staking. 

 

 

2 and 5 gallons/$12.00 each 

 

Prosopis pubescens - 

Screwbean Mesquite 

 

We collected the seed to this tree in Albuquerque, 

NM.  It does require a bit more water than our na-

tive Velvet Mesquite.  Screwbean Mesquite is a 

small tree or large shrub found in the southwestern 

United States, and northern Mexico.  It has light 

brown bark, usually short, straight spines and 

small, yellowish flowers appearing in elongate 

spikes.  Like those of other mesquites, Screwbean 

has nutritious pods that can be eaten.  Mesquite 

meal is a traditional Native American food and has 

been used as a staple food for centuries by desert 

dwellers.  

 

5 gallon/$18.00 each 

Mirabilis longiflora - Angelôs Trumpet 

 

 

Hi folks,  

 

Well, fall is here and the  rains are over.  There is still time to get some plants in the ground so they 

have time to get established before spring.  Even though a plant appears to be dormant, itôs roots are 

still growing during the winter months.  So, on that note we will be at the following markets this 

month; we will be at the Sierra Vista  Farmerôs Market on October 1st, the Bisbee Farmerôs Market on 

October 3rd and then at the St. David Farmerôs Market on October 10th.  October is our final month of 

sales this year.  Our newsletters will stop and then resume some time in the spring, probably April, or 

May, depending on weather and what we have blooming.   

 

You can go to our website, www.littlerivernursery.com and check out our plant list.  E-mail us with 

any special requests prior to the sale you wish to attend; give us enough time to load your order. 

 

Thank you to all of our customers, old and new, for a wonderful year.  Hope to see everyone in the 

spring.    

 

Happy gardening, and Happy Holidays, 

Tagetes lemmonii - 

Mt. Lemmon Marigold 

 

This is an Arizona native, native to the canyons 

of the Huachuca Mtns, as well as Santa Cruz 

County and part of Mexico.  It is a spectacular, 

late season perennial.  The aromatic, light green 

leaves are finely cut and widely spaced enough 

on the plant to give it an open and airy look.  It 

blooms late in summer and through the fall.  It 

can grow 3 to 4 feet tall and 2 to 4 feet wide.  

Although Mount Lemmon Marigold tolerates 

native, rocky soil, it usually grows larger and 

blooms more prolifically in well drained, fertile 

soil.  This plant is not susceptible to pests or dis-

ease.  Mt. Lemmon Marigold is closely related to 

Mexican tarragon (which we hope to offer next 

year) and was used by the Aztecs to flavor a 

foamy, cocoa-based drink. 

 

1gallon/$6.00 each 

2 gallon/$12.00 each 

Fall planting is a xeric technique that takes advantage of cooler weather: 

Plants planted in the autumn months have plenty of time to establish strong roots. This gives them a much bet-

ter chance at surviving harsh winters.  Late summer and fall is the time when the vast majority of root growth 

occurs.  Itôs estimated as much as 80% of the root growth occurs at this time.  With a more established root 

system, fall-planted trees and shrubs are much better off in handling the drying winds of spring and the wither-

ing heat of summer.  Compared to spring-planted perennials, which often suffer a period of transplant shock, 

fall-planted perennials will also have a substantial head start on those that are put out in the spring. They will be 

much larger, have a more vigorous top growth and flower more, as their root systems will be better established.     

Watering and Mulching 

Mulching is essential for successful fall planting. Use about a two-inch layer of mulch, beginning a ways from 

the crown (where the stem and the roots come together) to keep it from rotting. Mulch keeps the plants from 

drying out. Also, water is crucial during the fall and winter. Water regularly through the fall then decreasing 

frequency as the daytime temperatures cool in late October and November.  Once a plant is established, water-

ing frequency can be reduced.  

Youôll Notice the Difference                                                                                                                                                        

Fall is the very best time to plant in warm USDA zones 7-10.  With the arrival of spring, the fall-planted garden 

is ready to burst forth with vigorous new growth and a profusion of flowers. So let go of the old ways-no matter 

what you think, and dig in your garden now. Fall is the time to plant! 

Why Fall Planting is Best 

Paraphrased from a High Country Gardens catalogue. 

Gardening is about enjoying the smell of things growing in the soil, getting dirty without feeling 

guilty, and generally taking the time to soak up a little peace and serenity.  ~Lindley Karstens, 


