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Platanus wrightii -  

Arizona Sycamore 

 

This is a large spreading tree up to 

80 feet with beautifully arched 

white-barked branches that provide 

more shade than most other native 

trees.  This tree likes a lot of water 

and would benefit from passive wa-

ter retention practices.  Our Syca-

more trees are grown from seed 

collected on private property in 

Miller Canyon, Cochise County.   

 

$18.00/5 gallon 

Rosa woodsii var. arizonica 

 

This is the most abundant and widely distributed 

wild rose in Arizona.  It is native to Cochise and 

other counties from about 5,000-9,000 feet ele-

vation.  It grows in pine forests in partial shade.  

Individual flowers last only a short time but each 

cane can produce several, so there is a long 

bloom period, (up to a month).  Our original 

plant came from Desert Survivors in Tucson, 

AZ.  This rose is noted especially for its hips 

which are said to make an outstanding tea. 

 

$18.00/5 gallon 

 

 

Salvia farinacea - 

Mealycup Sage 

 

This little gem is native to south-

eastern New Mexico and Texas.  It 

grows well in perennial borders and 

wildflower meadows.  The foliage is 

aromatic and tends to be more deer 

and rabbit resistant than other sal-

vias.  In our climate it will grow as 

an herbaceous perennial whereas it 

is commonly grown as an annual in 

colder climates.  Mealycup does 

well in zones 8-10 and can be grown 

from seed after all threat of frost is 

gone or from division in spring. 

 

$4.00/1 gallon 

 

 

 

Hi, folks,  

 

Hope to see everyone this coming month at the Bisbee  Farmerôs Market on August 1st, or the Sierra 

Vista Farmerôs Market on August 6th.  We will also be at the St. David Farmerôs Market on 29th.   

 

If the spirit moves you, send us photos and growing tips of plants that you have been successful with 

in our challenging environment.  We will include them in our newsletter, some time in the future, giv-

ing credit to the grower/photographer.  This will help us all become better gardeners.    

 

Besides those listed here, we will have many other plants to choose from.   Donôt forget, you can go to 

our website, www.littlerivernursery.com and you can check out our plant list.  E-mail us with any spe-

cial requests prior to the sale you wish to attend.   E-mail orders will receive a 10% discount.  

 

Happy gardening, 

Linda and Joe Moran 

 
 

 

This summer the rains came 

earlier than usual, as a result 

the toads came out earlier 

than usual.  I donôt know 

how many thousands of 

toads we have helped raise 

over the past 15+ years.  

Between rains, as the pud-

dles with the toad eggs 

evaporate, we rehydrate 

them with a truck we con-

verted to carry a water tank 

with harvested rain water.  

We move the truck from 

puddle to puddle around the 

property and keep the pud-

dles filled.  The whole proc-

ess from egg to tadpole to 

small toad, where they are 

hopping away, takes about 

two weeks.  If the puddle 

dries before they are mature 

enough then they are toast.  

A few days ago I was dig-

ging a hole for a plant and 

dug up my first ñbigò toad 

after all these years.  He was 

a good 1 1/2 feet down. 

Cane cholla flower - collected in Deming, NM 

Ms. Doris S. sent us this image of her prolific blooming Echinopsis huascha that she 

purchased from us and is growing in Sierra Vista. 

ñFlowers always make people better, happier, and more helpful; they are sunshine, food and medicine 

for the sole.ò  Luther Burbank 

 

 

Luther Burbank was widely known as a botanist and scientist.  His fame as an inventor of new fruits, 

plants and flowers inspired world-wide interest in plant breeding, for which he was recognized by an 

act of congress. 


